SPENCER NURSERY SCHOOL

NEWSLETTER
Our

Ethos, Visions and Values
are focused on FOUR core values:
Courage: We help our children to be brave as they
meet new experiences and difficult situations. We
empower our children to have the confidence to take
risks.

Achievement: We encourage all our children to believe in themselves and
know they are capable of achieving amazing things. We celebrate all their successes and teach them to take pride in themselves.

Respect: We believe all our children are special
and should treat each other with care and courtesy.
We encourage them to make the right choices and to have good manners. We
teach them to not make fun of friends, and to be polite.

Enthusiasm: We aim to build on our children’s thirst for learning by offering
them an engaging, exciting curriculum led by
their own interests and enjoyment.

Ladybirds Class
We would like to say a warm welcome to all
our new Ladybirds children and families. We look forward to getting to know you all
and we hope you enjoy your journey at Spencer Nursery.

Mark making
Ladybirds have had a lovely time experimenting mark making using a range of tools,
such as insects, leaves and dinosaurs. Making marks can benefit a child physically, and also helps to develop
their imagination and creative skills.

Outdoor Play
The children have been exploring the outdoor
environment and enjoying the autumnal weather. They have been showing off their physical abilities and
learning new skills such as climbing, catching and turn taking. Outdoor play is a fun way to learn. There is so
much to see, explore and learn. The changing nature of the outdoors makes it incredibly stimulating and
multi-sensory place to play.

Filling and Empting
Ladybirds children have shown a huge interest in filling and emptying using a range of
objects. They have been using different pots to fill and empty small dinosaurs, bears and
vehicles. Filling and emptying activities enhance a lot of critical skills. These types of
activities encourage the development of fine motor control and enables the children to
develop the skills in handle and manipulate objects.

Building relationships
We have been building the new children's relationships and bond with their Key person
and other staff members. The children are doing
fantastic!

Songs and books of next month (October):



Incy Wincy Spider
bones
Harvest festival Samba

Funny
Handas surprise

Reminders:


Please ensure that your child has weather appropriate clothing and coat in nursery each day.



Please remember to send in your child's red book daily. If the red book doesn't come into

Bumblebees Class
A warm welcome to all our new children and families.
We look forward to sharing your spencer journey
with you!
Play and exploration
The children in Bumblebees have enjoyed exploring
both the indoor and outdoor environments and exploring all the different resources available. They have
been showing us their amazing abilities and have taken on challenges enthusiastically. Free flow
environments allow children to develop greater independence and set own rules, progress at their own pace
and caters to all learning styles.
Mark Making Bumblebees have been exploring making marks with paint using various tools, such as cars,
dinosaurs, hands and blocks. They have been
looking at the effects they can make and making
meaning to their marks made. As well as enabling a
child to learn to write, making marks can benefit a child
physically, and also help to develop their imagination
and creative skills.
Allotment
Bumblebees love to visit our allotment once a week. The children get the chance to plant , water and watch
the growing process of various fruits and vegetables. During our latest visit we picked some yummy strawberries, runner beans and tomatoes, which we enjoyed alongside our snack and lunch.
Space, Shape and measure
Bumblebees children have shown a huge group interest in inset puzzles throughout this month. We have
been focusing on attempting lots of different inset puzzles of various types and abilities. There are several
benefits in the use of puzzles in early childhood development such as;
developing shape recognition, concentration, goal setting, patience and a
sense of achievement. Puzzles help develop hand-eye co-ordination and
fine motor skills due to the precise nature of matching each piece exactly.
Reminders:

Please ensure that your child has a weather appropriate coat in nursery every day.

If you would like your child to borrow a weekly reading book, please bring their book bag and reading
diary in once a week.
Books/songs of October

Shape and colour of the month

Fireflies Class
We have had a busy time in Nursery lately. We have said goodbye and good luck to the
remainder of our Fireflies who are off to big school whilst also welcoming our new friends
who have been exploring and settling this month!

Kind hands, kind words
The children in Fireflies have
been learning about the class
expectations. This is done
during our daily carpet times with a big focus on ‘Kind Hands’ ‘Kind words’ and sharing, as well as
getting to know our friends and teachers with our “Who’s in the box?” sessions.
Our new learning
Our main focus this month has been to focus on skills such as
cutting, joining and reading stories without words, counting to 10
and beyond, recognising numbers 1-10 as well as developing
some of our physical development skills such as holding mark
making tools/scissors correctly and safely.
Outdoor learning
We have been making regular trips to the allotment and
sensory garden to collect natural objects to make collages to
go home and for a special display. We have also been
clearing the allotment in preparation for winter growing.
The children have planted a variety of spring flowers in the
spare beds in the sensory garden.
Finally, our onions where ready to eat! The children took it in turns to pull up the onions. The smell
was so strong! We dried some of the onions to replant next year but most of them were sent home
for the children to try with their families. After replanting the onions the children began to prepare
the beds for daffodils, tulips and dwarf Iris’.
We have been exploring the sensory garden for mini-beasts. We saw a spider trapping a wasp and
wrapping it up!!

As the weather changes, please bear in mind the spare clothes that are in your child’s bag as these
may need to be changed to warmer ones. Also we will ask for them to have their own Vaseline/lip
balm that they can keep at nursery to prevent any chapping or soreness of lips. These will be labelled and stored away until needed.

Fireflies Class

Please also ensure that your child has suitable (named) clothing / outerwear for the coming
months as we are lucky enough to have a free-flow garden system and some children
choose to be outside for a large portion of the day.
Please remember to send your child’s book bag to school regularly. Currently three
to four books are sent home once a week with your child. Once to book is returned it
is then quarantined. Please note the children still have plenty of opportunity to read
books at nursery and are read to frequently.

Next month we intend to:






Continue to build the children’s skills with the expectation that most will be able to
use scissors independently and safely, join a range of materials using assortment of
adhesive methods.
Encourage to read to an adult at least three times per week as we have recently
purchased wordless stories.
Develop children’s Personal, Social, Emotional Development through regular stories
and discussions.
Circle games to help with developing friendships, communication and listening.

NEWS/EVENTS/REMINDERS
PLEASE REMEMBER THAT SPENCER NURSERY SCHOOL IS CLOSED ON
THURSDAY 22ND AND FRIDAY 23RD OCTOBER 2020 AS ALL STAFF ARE
RENEWING THEIR PAEDIATRIC FIRST AID QUALIFICATIONS.
Please remember your face mask/covering when bringing your child to
and collecting your child from Nursery, all staff will also be wearing face
mask during these times, however, they will not be wearing them in the
classrooms with the children. We are doing our utmost to try to ensure
that every member of our Spencer Nursery community remains as safe
as possible in these very difficult times. Your assistance is very much
appreciated. Thank You.
Obviously, we are also limited the direct contact between parents and
staff at drop off and collection times, however, please remember that
you can always telephone the school office on 020 8648 4126 or email
office@spencernurseryschool.org.uk.
A little reminder that the weather is now getting colder and damper,
please remember to dress your child accordingly and ensure that they
have warm clothes in their bags, not only are the children in and out
throughout the day, but we are opening windows and doors in the
classrooms to ensure that they remain well ventilated at all times.

Dates for your diary

Term Dates
AUTUMN TERM
Half Term: Monday 26th to Friday 30th October 2020 /
School open as usual
INSET Days (school closed): Thursday 22nd October 2020
and Friday 23rd October 2020 / Paediatric First Aid
Last day of term: Thursday 24th December 2020
School Closed: Friday 25th December 2020 to Friday 1st
January 2021
Pupils return: Monday 4th January 2021

