SPENCER NURSERY SCHOOL

NEWSLETTER
Our

Ethos, Visions and Values
are focused on FOUR core values:
Courage: We help our children to be brave as they meet new experiences and difficult
situations. We empower our children to have the confidence to take risks.

Achievement: We encourage all our children to believe in themselves
and know they are capable of achieving amazing things. We celebrate all
their successes and teach them to take pride in themselves.

Respect: We believe all our children are special and
should treat each other with care and courtesy. We encourage them to
make the right choices and to have good manners. We teach them to not
make fun of friends, and to be polite.

Enthusiasm: We aim to build on our children’s thirst for learning by offering them an
engaging, exciting curriculum led by their own interests and enjoyment.

Ladybirds Class
Bonfire night
Ladybirds enjoyed creating their own firework pictures to celebrate Bonfire night.
The children watched a previous display on the iPad whilst producing some fantastic pictures. We also sang the bonfire night song by Steve Grocott and enjoyed
making the actions and sounds of different fireworks.
Fine Motor Skills
The children have been practicing their fine motor skills through
a range of activities such as playdough play, pegboards and geoboards. The children have shown particular interest in the
playdough. We are currently continuing developing our skills
and abilities to press, poke and squeeze the dough with their
hands. Developing fine motor skills help children with manipulating objects, picking things up and with everyday tasks such as feeding themselves and help with getting dressed.
These important skills will contribute to the children’s development and independence across all areas of their learning.
Messy play
Ladybirds have explored a variety of messy play activities
through this month. They have enjoyed getting their hands
messy and been exploring a range of senses such as smell, sight
and touch. Throughout these activities we have been introducing new language for example wet, dry, sticky and cold.

Remembrance Day—Thursday 11 November 2021
Ladybirds celebrated Remembrance Day by making big poppies
using collage materials. The children chose what materials they
wanted to use and produced some beautiful poppies that we
then displayed on our classroom windows.
Independence and self-help skills
The children in Ladybirds are continuously developing their independence and self-help skills daily such as walking,
feeding themselves, transitioning onto a plate from a bowl and drinking from an open top cup. When children practice
self-help skills such as feeding, they practice their large
and small motor skills, gain
confidence in their ability to
try new things and build
their self-esteem and pride
in their independence.

Diwali Celebration
During the Diwali celebration, the children created some fantastic Diya lamps using CD’s and tea lights. The children
used a range of resources such as gems and glitter to decorate.

Bumblebees Class
Bonfire Night
This month Bumblebees were loud, bright and sparkly whilst celebrating bonfire night! The children created some beautiful firework pictures using lots of different colours and objects. We learnt about fire safety by using water bottles to
put out the chalk fire in the garden and spoke about bonfires. Alongside bonfire night we celebrated Diwali – the festival of light.

Nursery Rhyme Week
To celebrate nursery rhyme week this month Bumblebees
enjoyed exploring and sharing some of their favourite nursery
rhymes. We enjoyed some traditional nursery rhymes at carpet
time and also had activities out throughout the week relating to
our favourite nursery rhymes, for example ‘Twinkle Twinkle
Little Star’ and ‘Five Little Ducks’.

Remembrance Day
We learnt about Remembrance Day this month by talking about it at carpet time and throughout some of our creative activities. We created some beautiful poppy pictures using apples and
we also joined with Fireflies to carry out our 2-minute silence.

Self Help Skills
This month Bumblebees have been working extremely hard on their self-help skills in preparation for Fireflies. We have
been learning how to put on our coats by ourselves and even starting to do the zips up! We have developed our ‘funky
fingers’ area with lots of different activities to support the children’s fine motor skills. This will help them to gain the
skills to be able to do this independently and also helped at meal times.

Fireflies Class
This month has been a very busy month in Fireflies, at the beginning of the month we celebrated ‘Diwali’ the Hindu
festival of light. The children learnt about how families celebrate and what traditions they follow, such as creating Diya
lamps, going to the temple to pray and making Rangoli patterns. The children in Fireflies created their own Diya lamps
to take home and light.

The children in Fireflies then learnt all about Remembrance Day and made their own poppies for the soldiers and the
animals that fought in the war. We came together with Bumblebees and did a two-minute silence and spoke about a
time we had been brave.

The children in Fireflies created rainbow fish based on the book ‘The Rainbow Fish’ for Anti-Bullying Week and we spoke
about being kind to our peers and read stories that contained different acts of kindness. We read stories like ‘Share’,
‘Sharing a Shell’ and ‘Little Rabbit Foo Foo’. Some children wore odd socks all week to also support the cause.

Fireflies joined in with ‘Nursery Rhyme Week’ by singing lots of nursery rhyme favorites at carpet times, making their
own nursery rhyme characters and accessing a variety of nursery rhyme themed activities.

NEWS/EVENTS/REMINDERS
Please do not forget Christmas Jumper Week, which we are holding the week commencing Monday 13th December 2021, to raise funds for Save The Children, donations can be made via our Just Giving Page, please find the details below:-

You can donate directly here: https://christmas.savethechildren.org.uk/fundraising/
CJD210017948. Please note, JustGiving only accepts a minimum donation of £1.
Therefore, if your donation is less than £1 you can:

Donate via Save the Children’s website at www.christmasjumperday.org. Please use
our school's reference number CJD210017948 on any donation made. The donation
form will be live closer to the big day!

Unfortunately, we have had to cancel our Fireflies Christmas Arts & Crafts Sessions and the MacMillan coffee morning, but we hope to rearrange this in the
new year. We will be posting the activities on Google Classroom for you to enjoy.

You will be receiving an email asking you if you could please confirm your child’s
last day at Spencer Nursery School before Christmas, everyone has worked really
hard with lots of little goodies to take home for Christmas, therefore we want to be
able to get everyone’s goody bags ready for them to take home on their last day
before Christmas.

Christmas Closure — Spencer’s last day is Friday 24th December 2021 and we will
re-open on Tuesday 4th January 2022.

Everyone at Spencer Nursery School would like to wish you all a Very Merry
Christmas and A Happy New Year.

Dates for your diary

Term Dates
.

AUTUMN TERM
1ST SEPTEMBER 2021 UNTIL 17TH DECEMBER 2021
Friday 22nd October 2021—INSET Day
Monday 27th December 2021—Bank Holiday
Tuesday 28th December 2021—Bank Holiday
Wednesday 29th December 2021—School Closed
Thursday 30th December 2021—School Closed
Friday 31st December 2021—School Closed

Monday 3rd January 2022—Bank Holiday
Monday 21st February 2022—INSET Day
Friday 27th May 2022 - INSET Day

