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Newsletter 9
As we have now reached the end of the Summer term, this will be the last of the joint Federation
newsletters. From August, Spencer Nursery will be sending out their usual newsletter and when Hackbridge
Primary return in September, we will start our usual newsletters again too.
During the summer, keep an eye on both school’s social media sites, as we will continue to share information.
We wish you all a lovely break over the Summer and can’t wait to see you all again in September.
Words from Mrs Walford
I cannot believe that we are at the end of another school year and saying goodbye and good luck to Year 6
children at Hackbridge Primary and most of our Fireflies at Spencer Nursery. This is not how I saw our year
ending, but we have still achieved so much. I am so lucky to have such great school communities and could not
have got through these last months without your support. I would like to wish all the children who are leaving
us many years of happiness and success in their new schools. I just hope the new schools realise just how lucky
they are to be having our children!
I am so proud of all our children and how they have coped throughout this difficult time. We are just so sorry
that we could not get everyone back at Hackbridge before the end of term. We have made an end of year
assembly for you, which we will upload to the Google Drive before we break up on Tuesday, and hope you will
share this with your family and remember all the good times we have had across the year. I have loved all the
pictures you have shared with us of your home learning and am very proud of you all. The Nursery, Reception,
Year 1 and Year 6 children who have been attending since 1st June have worked so hard and adapted well in
coming back to school and the key worker children who have been attending throughout this time have been
amazing too.
With regards to Hackbridge, I know some of you may be anxious about our full return in September, but we
have been busy finalising our risk assessment and are due to discuss this with staff later today. Once this is
completed, I will send you a summary of our decisions and the full risk assessment will be available on our
school website.
With Spencer, in line with government guidance, we have already welcomed back all our children and have
put a range of protective measures in place, which parents and staff are following well. Thank you so much for
all your support with this.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all staff across the two schools for all their hard work throughout
this year. It has certainly been a tough one, but everyone has always had the children at the forefront of their
thoughts. Their safety is paramount, but the staff have missed them so much and have embraced all the online
learning opportunities, phone calls home and Zoom calls in order to keep in touch and keep the children
learning. It is so lovely to see and hear the children as we miss their smiles and laughter.
I would also like to thank all parents and carers for their support this year. A great deal of what we do in school
cannot be achieved without your backing. In particular, we never imagined how you would be supporting your
child(ren) at home with their learning over the last few months. Many thanks for everything and we look
forward to welcoming you all back in September.
For Hackbridge parents and carers, please remember to look out for the letter about our risk assessment, and
in particular the staggered times for the beginning and end of the day so that you know when your child(ren)
should be here in September.

We are aware that many children will be looking forward to returning to school, or returning full time,
in September. However, we also know that some children will find this transition much more
challenging. We would like to tell you a little bit about what we are putting in place to support all children
coming back to full time school and some ideas for how families can be preparing children over the
summer holiday.
At Hackbridge Primary, our highest priority is always that children are safe and well in school, and that
will not change in September. Whilst we will be closely following the guidance from the Government on
keeping children safe from the risk of Covid-19 in school, we also want to ensure that we are supporting
children’s mental health and wellbeing.
During the Autumn Term we will be following a ‘Recovery Curriculum’ which is designed to help us
identify and support gaps in children’s learning, but will also give us the time we need to support children
emotionally as they make their transition back to school.
Our Recovery Curriculum will include:
•

Time dedicated to children to reconnect with classmates and staff;

•

Opportunities to ask questions and receive accurate, age-appropriate information;

•

Time to reflect on experiences (both positive and negative) during lockdown;

•

An acknowledgement of what children have missed out on or lost;

•

Regular PSHE lessons/circle time to teach behaviours that promote good health, positive
relationships and resilience;

•

Staff being more vigilant for signs of anxiety or emotional strain;

•

Clear, simple and consistent behaviour boundaries;

•

Well thought out routines to provide structure and familiarity;

•

Flexibility in timetables that allow learning to happen at an appropriate pace and fit the needs of
the children;

•

Visual timetables in all classes;

•

Gradual assessment of gaps in skills and knowledge to identify the focus for learning in different
subjects.

We also have a range of connections to other services should any child or family need more
individualised support. We encourage parents and carers to let us know of any needs your child may
have regarding their return to school.

Resources:
Going Back to School activity:

https://www.partnershipforchildren.org.uk/uploads/Files/PDFs/Resilience%20Activities/Going%20back%20to%2
0school.pdf

Letting Go & Future Plans activity:

https://www.partnershipforchildren.org.uk/uploads/Files/PDFs/Resilience%20Activities/Letting%20Go%20and%
20Future%20plans.pdf

Video of tips for parents and carers for supporting their child’s return to school:
https://nipinthebud.org/information-films/tips-for-returning-to-school/

Emotional Wellbeing at Home – resources to purchase:

https://www.butterflyprint.co.uk/emotional-well-being-at-home/

If you are planning on having a summer sort and want to rehome some stuff, we are happy to receive at
Hackbridge Primary. We have compiled a list of the items we are in need of:
We only need:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Small figures (Happy Street Characters/Play mobile)
Lego bricks
Stickle bricks
Small cars
Dinosaurs
Wooden blocks

If you have anything, please email the school office so we can arrange a mutually convenient time
for it to be dropped off. Thank you!

Don’t forget to keep your brains active over the holidays with a good book! Have a look on the link it
tells you everything you need to know:
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/

Please remember to stay safe during the Summer holidays

