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Newsletter 6
As always, don’t forget you can send any photos or ideas to us via email at office@hackbridgeprimary.sutton.sch.uk with
the subject of the email as ‘Newsletter’.
Online Safety
We did it! We have now received our National Online Safety accreditation
for 19/20! Big thanks to all the parents, carers, staff and governors who
completed the online courses to enable us to receive our accreditation for
the second year running.
Dear All

Words from Mrs Walford

It has been an emotional few weeks for us all as we began to welcome back pupils in Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year
6, parents and staff who we have not seen for a while. The children have been amazing and have adapted to all the changes
we have made to keep them safe. They have behaved impeccably and followed all the guidelines and rules asked of them.
We are incredibly proud of them all.
Thank you to everyone for all your help and support to make the first phase of this wider reopening work, as we have had
to put a lot of different measures in place to keep the whole community safe, including a one-way system for picking up
the children at the end of the day. I know that it means that some of you are walking a lot further around our site compared
to usual, but thank you for using the Key Stage 1 gate to enter the site and the Key Stage 2 gate for leaving.
All of the children have done so well and we did not get many who were reluctant to come through the gate on their first
morning. The staff were so pleased to see them that I think their enthusiasm spread to the children! If you have not brought
your Nursery, Reception, Year 1 or Year 6 child(ren) back to their bubble yet, please speak to others who have, as it may
help with any concerns or worries you may have.
The classrooms have all been set up following strict guidelines and everyone has followed everything we have laid out. We
have uploaded some pictures of the classrooms to our Google site to show you what we have done. Many parents have
told me that they were anxious on the first day back, but that once they saw how we had set things up and how small the
groups were they felt much better on the second day.
As you will have heard in the news over the last week, the government have now said that they realise that most schools
will not be able to welcome all primary children back for a full month before the summer, as they had previously hoped.
Whilst they have expressed that they will instead be working with schools and Local Authorities on the next steps to allow
those schools that have the capacity to do so to bring back more children in smaller class sizes before the summer holidays,
the reality is that this is something that we do not have the capacity for here. In order to bring back Nursery, Reception,
Year 1 and Year 6 in half class sizes and maintain our previous Key Worker bubbles, we have used up all of our staffing to
create the needed 30 bubbles. We therefore do not have the capacity at this time, due to all the safety measures we are
required by the government to have in place, to open up to any more year groups at the current time. Our Key Worker
bubbles are also now full most days. This makes us sad, as we would love to see all of our children back, but can only do
this once the government guidance on reduced class sizes and other measures changes.
At this point, questions are also arising about whether schools will fully reopen in September or not. We are awaiting
further government guidance, as again, any full return to school would require the government to change their requirement
for reduced class sizes, adults not mixing across bubbles and other measures. Put simply, we do not have the number of
classrooms or teachers required to have all of our usual 26 classes back at half capacity – this would require 52 classrooms
and at least as many teachers; something which we just do not have. Whilst we understand that this matter is of great
concern to parents as well as to us, we are not able to say any more at this stage about what the start of the next academic
year will look like. As soon as government guidance changes and allows us to make workable plans for next term, we will
of course write home to you about these.
At the current time, learning for the children will continue to be placed on our Google site and more Zoom calls will be
arranged so the children and teachers can speak to each other, as we have thoroughly enjoyed doing this. We will also be
using Zoom for our ‘meet the new teacher’ sessions which would ordinarily have been happening in a few weeks’ time.

THINGS TO DO AT HOME
Competition Time
A local Facebook group (Hackbridge
& The Surrounding Areas) are
running a competition! They would
like a new photo for their group and
want local children to create their
own artwork to enter.

Make Your Own Moon Sand!
Visit thebestideasforkids.com to find out
how. You can find the recipe for moon
sand here.

The competition closes on 19th June
2020 and information can be found
on their page at:
https://www.facebook.com/groups
/245814169680237
Book Trust – The Guide to Growing a
Story
Have a look at the Book Trust article on
how to write your own story. Send us
your stories if you create one, we’d love
to read them.
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/news-andfeatures/features/2020/june/the-what-if-guide-togrowing-a-story/

Learn a Magic Trick
Visit:
https://magictricksforkids.org/listmagic-tricks/ for a whole list of
tricks you can try to do at home!

Have you tried anything new at home that you would like to share
with us that we can show other families?

What You’ve Been Doing at Home:
Aarush from Eagles
has been building
these fantastic Lego
models! He has built
an airport, including a
plane, luggage cart
and passengers, as
well as a flatbed truck
that is carrying a car!
Well done Aarush.

Oliver from Caterpillars has been busy making things
during his time at home. Well done Oliver.
Scarlett from Caterpillars has been practicing writing her
name! Well done Scarlett.

Emma from Tigers went on a nature hunt! She saw lots of birds, ducks,
squirrels, trees and plants! She collected some leaves and did leaf printing.
Well done Emma.

Ceiran from Eagles drew a horizontal and
vertical lines picture for maths. Ceiran
thought about how he wanted to space his
lines and then used his family’s favourite
colours to fill the shapes, he used the dark
pink to give his new baby sister a space too.
Well done Ceiran!

Himani from Panthers has made
this lovely poster showing all
four seasons. Well done Himani!

Meezab from Leopards and
Bilal from squirrels
decorated living room on
Eid and wanted to say EID
MUBARAK to all!

Himani from Panthers did some fantastic home
learning and created this piece of work on the
UK! Well done Himani.

Himani from Panthers working hard at home!
Jake from Dolphins has been practicing his sentences at home!
Good work Jake, well done.

Well done Himani.

Yash from Rhinos has made this out of Lego to show appreciation for the NHS! Well done Yash.

What We’ve Been Doing at School:

We have been digging in
nursery at Hackbridge.

The Year 1 and Year 2 Key Worker
children have been very busy! Look at
all this fantastic art and craft they
have made whilst in school.

The children at Spencer have been working hard to maintain their allotment! They
have watered the plants, weeded the beds and laid straw around the roots of the
strawberry plants.

Fireflies and Bumblebees have
been very busy since returning
to Spencer. They have been
busy counting, making shiny
mobiles for the sensory garden,
mark making, name writing,
painting and exploring the
computer.

Fireflies and Bumblebees created posters entitled “Once the germs
are gone I want to…” which were inspired by Margot.
We made a list of some to the things we wanted to do once we
were germ free.
The posters were dated and filed in our Memory folders so we could
remember this day when we were older.

Ladybirds have really enjoyed various mark making
activities this week. The children have explored using
different tools to make marks such as mega blocks,
textured stampers, paintbrushes and many more.
We have also been practicing and learning our
colours over the past 2 weeks using different
activities such as coloured building blocks, cars and
sorting the correct coloured balls to the matching
hoops.
'It's raining its pouring', with this wet weather it has
given us the opportunity to learn about the different
types of weather that we experience. We have
enjoyed listening to the sounds of rain, thunder,
wind and learning what animals come out when it
rains.

Sea Otters have been learning about hygiene
and have created these fantastic posters to
make sure everybody knows how to wash
their hands properly!

Classrooms at Hackbridge
It was so lovely to welcome back some of our children on 1st June 2020. Please see some
photos below of some of our classes at both sites, although this is not what we are used to
and not our usual layout, this is safe for the children to attend.

Hackbridge Corner

(https://sites.google.com/hackbridge.org/home-learning/classroomshackbridge-corner)

London Road

(https://sites.google.com/hackbridge.org/home-learning/classrooms-londonroad)

