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We have had so many emails and photos showing us what you’ve been doing at home! If you
have any ideas you think we could share in our newsletter, for other families to try out at home,
please let us know.
You can send any photos or ideas to us via email at office@hackbridgeprimary.sutton.sch.uk with
the title ‘Newsletter’.

From Mrs Walford
Dear Parents and Carers
I do hope you are all keeping safe and well during this period of school closure. We are all missing
you so much at school, it is so quiet without you. The school does not feel the same! This is not how
we thought the summer term would be and wish we were all back together, however we need to
collectively support the NHS and help reduce the spread of this virus. We are so proud of all our key
worker parents, especially those in the NHS and emergency services who are working tirelessly to
keep us safe, it must be hard. We have a small number of their children in school with us and are so
glad we can help these parents and ensure they can keep going to work. Thank you from everyone in
our school community #clapforcarers #clapforNHS.
We hope you are managing to access the lessons we have been posting for you, but please remember
to balance this with everything else you are trying to do at home especially if you are also trying to
work from home. We appreciate that this is difficult and know that we are all in this together.
Teachers have been working hard to plan mini lessons for you to share with your children in Maths,
English and topic work etc. These have been uploaded onto the school google site which is just for
our school as per our letter on Monday 20th April. The link for this is:
https://sites.google.com/hackbridge.org/home-learning
We have ensured there are some RE, Wellbeing and PSHE included as well to cover all aspects of
learning. If you are having any issues with any of this, please do talk to your child’s teacher when they
call you or email into the school as there is always a member of SLT there to talk to if you need to.
Thank you to those parents who have sent in photos of their children and their home learning. We
love seeing these photos and will continue to share them in our newsletters. Please keep sending
them in. Take care of yourselves and stay safe.

Emma Walford

THINGS TO TRY AT HOME
Have a concert at home

Listen out of a window, or go into
the garden and see how many
different bird songs you can hear!

Create a Wild Crown

See if you can collect twigs, daisies,
leaves, blossom, grass and anything else,
then use your imagination to see if you
can create a wild crown to wear!

Create a Collage Creature

Identify Leaves
Download the Woodland Trusts Leaf Dial
and see what leaves you can collect and
identify:
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/med
ia/48346/leaf-idial-sheet.pdf

Nosy Crow Stories

Listen to Nosy Crow stories, read aloud.
You can find them via:
https://nosycrow.com/stories-aloud/

Oxford Owl Free eBooks

Watch this youtube video from
Booktrust for some ideas! Don’t forget
to send us pictures if you create one.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zn
VN2i790Kc

You can download free eBooks via
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/books/fr
ee-ebooks/

Grow a Rainbow!

Paper Aeroplane Races

Visit:
https://www.thebestideasforkids.c
om/grow-a-rainbow-experiment/ to
see how.

Make paper aeroplanes and race
them with other members of your
household! Whose aeroplane can
fly the furthest?

Make a Gratitude Jar

Instagram

Find a jar or pot that isn’t being used
and write down things you are grateful
for on small pieces of paper, keep them
in the jar and you can go back and look
at them or add to it at any time.

Both schools now have Instagram pages!
If any of our Parents/Carers have an
Instagram account, find us via
@HackbridgeRocks and
@Spencer_Nursery

What You’ve Been Doing at Home:

Euan from Turtles has made a Brazilian carrot cake called Bolo de Cenoura! It is similar to English
carrot cake but is different because it has chocolate icing rather than cream cheese. Thank you for
teaching us something new Euan! He has also been busy practicing telling the time on his clock.

Aarush from Eagles built a
Boeing 737 from Lego! He has
also enjoyed reading some
books at home. Well done
Aarush.

Abbie from Penguins has found lots of mini
beasts on her topic hunt! Well done Abbie.

Sophia from Moles has made
this fantastic helicopter!

Lazenzo & Lacarri from Ladybirds have
been having lots of fun at home!

Well, it looks like we have a budding young
hairdresser at Hackbridge! Tate from Sea
Otters has given his dad a haircut! Well done

Keira from Orcas has been busy at home.
Have a look at her fantastic rainbow picture
and cakes she has made. Well done Keira!

Tate. He also completed a Maths treasure
hunt at home and won a prize!

Elwood from
Bumblebees has also
been having fun in the
sunshine! He dipped
cars in paint and rolled
them down his
homemade ramp.

Elwood from
Bumblebees has made
a bug hotel!

Tayla from
Hedgehogs has
been enjoying
exploring phonics.
Tayla and her
family made up a
musical phonics
game with flash
cards.

Alfie from Rhinos has been
busy completing word
searches at home.

Every time the
music stopped,
Tayla had to land
on a card and say
it’s sound. Well
done Tayla!

Dexter from Squirrels decided that every Thursday at 8pm he will stand on his doorstep and clap for all the key
workers that are out there being brave for us all.
He decided (all by himself!) that before each clap he would dress up in a different fancy dress costume so he
can make his neighbours smile during what is quite an emotional time for everyone!
He also decided he would really like to raise some money for the NHS ( just like Captain Tom). Dexter thought
people might like to see him in his costumes so he gets his Mum to post the pictures for everyone to see.
Dexter’s Mum has set up a just giving page for the NHS. So far Dexter has raised over £1000! EXCEEDING his
£100 target.
Last Thursday Dexter decided to dress up as the best superhero of all - Captain Tom. Making everyone smile.
Everyone at Hackbridge are so PROUD of Dexter. Every week he continues to make us smile and gives us hope.
Dexter says “Anything you can spare would really put a smile on my face as I know what a difference it will all
make!”
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/dexterhindson

Solution Focused Thinking
Earlier in the year, we shared with the children the concept of Solution
Focused Thinking. I thought it may be a good time to remind them of this and
share with our families.
Solution Focused Thinking came from a form of therapy (Shazer, 1985) and has been
adapted to use in schools and a wide range of other settings, including by individuals in their daily lives.
The main idea is, when faced with a problem, however big or small, to shift our focus away from thinking about
the problem - what caused it, how it is affecting us, who is to blame, when did it start? – and instead focus on
possible solutions to the problem – what would make me feel better about it, when has it gone away before,
what could I change, who could help me?
Preferred Future – How would you like things to be?
Building on Success – When have you achieved this before and how did you do it?
Exception Finding – If things are really tough, when has the problem just not been quite so bad, and what
happened to make it that little bit better?
Solution Focused Thinking doesn’t always mean a solution can be found or that you can fix all of life’s problems in
one go, but it does make dealing with everyday issues feel a little bit more positive and manageable.
Take care everyone. Stay well. Be kind.

Miss Adnyana

You may have seen on our social media,
this lovely letter we received from Shree,
in Rhinos class. Thank you Shree! You
made all of us smile.
We miss you all loads and can’t wait to
welcome you all back to school as soon
as it is safe to do so.

The Government have produced guidance on how
to keep your child safe online, you can see it

here.

As a Parent / Carer you can also access the

National Online Safety course. Please click here
to sign up and complete the training. It is really
useful training and all of our staff have completed
the staff version.

We hope you enjoyed the photos the staff
put together for you. We miss you and can’t
wait to see you all again.
Stay safe.

