SPENCER NURSERY SCHOOL

NEWSLETTER
Our

Ethos, Visions and Values
are focused on FOUR core values:
Courage: We help our children to be brave as they meet new
experiences and difficult situations. We empower our children to
have the confidence to take risks.

Achievement: We encourage all our children to believe in themselves
and know they are capable of achieving amazing things. We celebrate
all their successes and teach them to take pride in themselves.

Respect: We believe all our children are special and should treat each
other with care and courtesy. We encourage them to make the right
choices and to have good manners. We teach them to not make fun
of friends, and to be polite.

Enthusiasm: We aim to build on our children’s thirst for learning by
offering them an engaging, exciting curriculum led by their own interests and enjoyment.

Ladybirds Class
Exploring letters
Some of our rising two year olds have been exploring letters and working on recognition of
letters from their own names. We use a variety of resources including wooden letters, children’s
name cards, flashcards etc. These activities are usually in small groups and adult led so that they
can scaffold the children’s learning.

Gross motor skills
As a whole class we have been working on developing the children’s gross motor skills using the
larger climbing equipment. The children all engaged really well and enjoyed trying something new. The staff showed the
children how to safely use the equipment and then supervised it at all times. It was so interesting to see how the
children’s confidence grew in such a short space of time.

Language development
We have been strongly promoting speech and language development as a whole class. All staff
narrate the children’s play and we encourage the children to talk during their play. To encourage this
we provide many small world and imaginative activities for the children to explore. We have also
been using some of our most popular signs with the children, it is important however to remember
to ALWAYS use language alongside the sign you are using

Instruments
We are very lucky that Gina, our new member of staff, is very talented and can play several
instruments. Gina very kindly brought her saxophone in to play for the children and they
thoroughly enjoyed listening to her. This has inspired us to have a huge overhaul of our nursery
instruments so watch this space for some more instrument fun.

Reminders—Please remember to wear masks at drop off and collection please, this is for everybody’s safety. Thank you
to those who have continued to do so.
Please make sure that your child has weather appropriate changes of clothes in their spare clothes bag, ideally at least
two full sets if possible.
Please remember to either donate a minimum of £1 to the office towards nursery sun cream or bring in your own if you
would prefer (five star UVA and factor 50 is preferable to ensure maximum protection).

Bumblebees Class

Bumblebees have been practicing their physical skills in a variety of ways this month. We have had the large climbing
frame out to practice their climbing skills and building confidence. We have also been practicing walking across the
balancing beams and stepping stones to develop balance and co-ordination skills.

Bumblebees have loved being able to use water play again, using the cups and water wheels to scoop and pour the
water, watching the cause and effect of the water going through the wheels. We have also enjoyed a variety of other
activities in water play, such as washing the baby dolls and the under the sea creatures.
Bumblebees have also been really interested in nature and the outside surroundings, such as the sensory garden and
the allotment. Collecting leaves and other natural objects that they could find outside to make a sticking picture and
talking about what objects they found outside.

Bumblebees have loved soft play and building blocks over the last few weeks. So we
turned Bumblebees classroom into a large scale soft play area with stepping stones
and the large cube to crawl through, developing their balancing and co-ordination
skills.

Books of the month:
There was an old lady who swallowed a fly
Peace at last

Fireflies Class
Fireflies have been introduced to the different
ways of recording data! Firstly, the children
took whiteboards outside and were shown how
to create tally charts!
In the sensory garden, Fireflies walked carefully
around looking for slugs and snails that were
bound to be around after a very wet weekend!

Fireflies had a choice whether to form a tally
chart or to draw a representation of a slug or
snail each time they saw one!
Next, Sharon has been showing Fireflies all
about picture graphs and how we can use them
to represent numbers and data in and around
the class room!

Maths—Carrying on with our maths interest this month, Fireflies have been learning and refreshing their knowledge
on how to identify and sort items into big, medium and small! Fireflies had a choice of different sized circular containers
to choose to print from, they were encouraged to tell us which size they thought it would fall in and then to extend the
conversation and vocabulary to identify if was ‘smaller than’ or ‘bigger than’ the last container they chose!
Notes for Parents:
Please remember to send your child’s book bag to school regularly. Currently three to four books are sent
home once a week with your child. Once the books are returned they are then quarantined. Please note
the children still have plenty of opportunity to read books at nursery and are read to frequently.

We would like to remind parents that breakfast is open from 8:00 – 8:25am, if you would like your child to
have breakfast, please try to ensure that they arrive before the closing time so that they have time to eat
and finish their breakfast. In the case that you are running late, you can call us and we are happy to serve
them a bowl of cereal when they arrive. We usually serve fruit, snack, milk and water between 9:30-10:15am.
We ask that you ensure that your child has suitable spare clothing in their red bags in case of needing to be changed
throughout the day. As well as providing a summer hat sun cream (UVA 5, Factor 50 for the safest protection, these are
usually found in Boots, Tesco, Aldi & Lidl own brand ranges). Please ask a member of staff if you have any questions!

NEWS/EVENTS/REMINDERS
We are pleased to inform you that Ernestina will be returning to Fireflies Class on Wednesday 9th June 2021,
following her maternity leave.

As always, we thank you for respecting that the staff cannot stand and have long hand overs at drop off or
collection time. If there is anything you wish to discuss please email the school office or call and ask to speak to
a member of the Ladybirds, Bumblebees or Fireflies team.

Please remember to apply sun cream to your child before bringing them into
school, as you can appreciate, we have 12 children in Ladybirds and Bumblebees
Classes and 24 children in Fireflies Class, therefore trying to apply sun cream
before the children can go out to play can be very challenging and means that the
children have to wait until everyone has sun cream on before they can go out to
play.

Please always remember to adhere to social distancing
and always wear your face mask, unless you are exempt.
With the relaxing of some COVID19 restrictions, this is
even more important. We would like to thank all of the
parents that are already adhering to this. At Spencer, we
have maintained our classroom bubbles and are doing all
that we can to keep everyone safe and well. Your
continued assistance is much appreciated.

It is that sad time of the year, when we bid farewell to a large number of our Fireflies
children, who will be moving onto their new primary schools. If your child is leaving
could you please ensure that you have informed the school office of your child’s intended
last day, as a number of children seem to be leaving very late this year.
Although we are very sad to see some of our families leave and move onto pastures new,
we would like to wish you all the very best and hope that you all settle in well and quickly.
We are sure that you will enjoy the next exciting part of your education.

Dates for your diary

Term Dates
SUMMER TERM
Sadly we will be saying goodbye to a number of our
Fireflies Children as it is time for them to move onto their
new Primary Schools. We would all like to wish them good
luck in their new schools, we will all miss you.

AUTUMN TERM
1ST SEPTEMBER 2021 UNTIL 17TH DECEMBER 2021
Friday 22nd October 2021—INSET Day
Monday 27th December 2021—Bank Holiday
Tuesday 28th December 2021—Bank Holiday
Wednesday 29th December 2021—School Closed
Thursday 30th December 2021—School Closed
Friday 31st December 2021—School Closed
Monday 3rd January 2022—Bank Holiday
Monday 21st February 2021—INSET Day

