SPENCER NURSERY SCHOOL

NEWSLETTER
Our

Ethos, Visions and Values
are focused on FOUR core values:
Courage: We help our children to be brave as they meet new

experiences and difficult

situations. We empower our children to have the confidence to take risks.

Achievement: We encourage all our children to believe in themselves
and know they are capable of achieving amazing things. We celebrate all
their successes and teach them to take pride in themselves.

Respect: We believe all our children are special and
should treat each other with care and courtesy. We encourage them to
make the right choices and to have good manners. We teach them to not
make fun of friends, and to be polite.

Enthusiasm: We aim to build on our children’s thirst for learning by offering them an
engaging, exciting curriculum led by their own interests and enjoyment.

Ladybirds Class
Mark making
The children have continued to enjoy making marks using a range of tools. We have been practicing
our fine motor skill control and learning how to put the lids back on to the pens after.

Muck, Mess and Mixture!
Ladybirds have enjoyed
exploring a range of messy
and malleable resources
recently. They have enjoyed
playing with flour, cornmeal,
cloud dough, water, shaving
foam and much more. We have incorporated Mathematics by exploring various sized containers
and what volumes they hold. It has also enabled several of our children to gain confidence in trying
new foods and enjoying getting messy!

Burns night
On Tuesday 25th January, we celebrated Burns night.
The children enjoyed mark making on their own Scottish flags,
designing their own tartan and listening to traditional music from Scotland.
Why do we celebrate Burns Night?
Burns Night marks the anniversary of the poet Robert Burns' birth, one of our most famous and
celebrated Scots.
Ladybirds have been practicing age appropriate self-help skills throughout the
day. They have been learning how to take their own shoes off at sleep time,
finding and getting their coats from their pegs, placing objects of theirs in their
own trays and feeding themselves.
Please can you continue to encourage theses skills at home, as it will really
help develop their skills even further.

Bumblebees Class
Burns night 25.1.22
Bumblebees have been celebrating and learning
about Burns night by painting their own Scottish flag,
and designing their own tartan using the templates.

Self-care skills

Bumblebees have been practicing their self-help skills and gaining independence by practicing
washing their hands on their own, and taking their shoes on and off at sleep time.
We have also been taking care of the baby dolls and practicing scooping, pouring and cutting with
the velcro food and dry pasta.

Fine motor skills
Bumblebees have been practicing their fine motor skills, threading the pipe cleaners through the
holes in the colander, putting the different puzzles together and practicing using scissors to cut
cooked spaghetti.

Fireflies Class
Note for Parents: Could we please remind you that all children should be in class by 9:00am at the
latest, as this is when the curriculum starts. Unfortunately, children arriving after 9:00am is very
disruptive, therefore, if you arrive after 9:00am, please do not press your usual entrance buzzer, as
this disrupts the morning carpet session, please go to the main entrance and the office will let you
in and take your child to the classroom as soon as the session has finished.
This month in Fireflies the children
have been learning all about
‘Traditional Tales’. We started the
month with the story of ‘The Three
Little Pigs’, we read a variety of
different versions of the story, made
our own wooden spoon puppets of
characters from the tale and acted
out the book with our puppets. The
children have embraced their inner big bad wolves throughout their outdoor play and we’ve had
lots of houses being blown down with huffs and puffs.
We then went onto the story of ‘The Gingerbread Man’, this was a favourite
amongst the children. They made their own tasty gingerbread shapes to take
home and enjoy.

We also enjoyed reading ‘Goldilocks and The Three
Bears’ and tasting and exploring textures with
porridge oats.
January was the month we also celebrated the Scottish holiday ‘Burns
Night’ in honour of the famous writer and poet Robert Burns. We read
some of his works which was kindly brought in by one of our families and
the children coloured and created with the Scottish flag. We spoke about
the traditional foods they have in Scotland to celebrate; haggis, neeps
(swede) and tatties (potatoes).
This month the children have also been practicing the formation of their first initial letters using a
variety of mediums.
Sharon has been sending home
the blue book bags this month for
the children to enjoy listening to
at home. Please ask if you would
like any more to enjoy.

NEWS/EVENTS/REMINDERS
In line with Government guidance, Spencer Nursery School is continuing to ventilate all of our
classrooms and are using the monitors to detect if there is enough air flow in each class.
Therefore, the classrooms may be slightly colder than usual, please ensure that you dress your
child appropriately and also please remember to double check that your child has weather
appropriate clothing in their spare clothes bag.

If you have not already done so, could you please return your completed Caterlink form to the
school office, to indicate if your child has any food allergies or intolerances. Please only include
actual allergies, not food preferences, as Caterlink will require medical evidence from your GP or
hospital to verify any identified allergies. If your child is undergoing tests, or your GP has advised
that they should not eat a particular food, or that you are required to stop a particular food and
have been advised to keep a food diary, please send details of this via email to the school office
at office@spencernurseryschool.org.uk. If your child does not have any allergies, there is no
need to return the form.

Dates for your diary

Term Dates
.

SPRING TERM
04/01/2021 TO 31/03/22
Monday 21st February 2022
Friday 15th April 2022
th

INSET DAY

Bank Holiday/Good Friday

Monday 18 April 2022

Bank Holiday/Easter Monday

Monday 2nd May 2022

Bank Holiday/May Day

Friday 27th May 2022
Thursday 2nd June 2022
rd

Friday 3 June 2022
Monday 29th August 2022

INSET DAY

Spring Bank Holiday
Bank Holiday/Platinum Jubilee

August Bank Holiday

