SPENCER NURSERY SCHOOL

NEWSLETTER
Our

Ethos, Visions and Values
are focused on FOUR core values:
Courage: We help our children to be brave as they meet new
experiences and difficult situations. We empower our children to
have the confidence to take risks.

Achievement: We encourage all our children to believe in themselves
and know they are capable of achieving amazing things. We celebrate
all their successes and teach them to take pride in themselves.

Respect: We believe all our children are special and should treat each
other with care and courtesy. We encourage them to make the right
choices and to have good manners. We teach them to not make fun
of friends, and to be polite.

Enthusiasm: We aim to build on our children’s thirst for learning by
offering them an engaging, exciting curriculum led by their own interests and enjoyment.

Ladybirds Class
We would like to say a warm welcome to all of our new children and families in Ladybirds. We look
forward to getting to know you all and enjoying your nursery journey through Spencer together.
Ladybirds children have been very busy this month and have participated in lots of fun and messy
activities, exploring a range of their senses.
Malleable play
The children have enjoyed accessing a
range of malleable play activities and have
had lots of fun scooping and pouring
various materials such as sand, rice and
oats using a range of different tools.
Malleable play allows the children to
build muscle strength and control in their
fingers. It is also fantastic for developing
fine motor skills.
Painting— We have really enjoyed various painting activities recently. The
children have explored using different tools to make marks such as sponges, cars,
paintbrushes and many more.
Painting aids children's development of mobility skills. Their hands and muscles
are being used , which allows them a scope to develop mentally and physically.
Painting also helps children to develop their decision making skills as it allows
them to show preference to colours.
Carpet time/circle time—During the day in Ladybirds the children have the chance to participate in
carpet sessions. We have recently introduced several activities' that we incorporate at this time.
The children have really enjoyed the ‘What's in the box’ activity. This activity helps to develop
children's communication skills, as well as the ability to see and hear about objects in their
environment. The children have also been taking part in regular musical instrument sessions. During
these session the children get the chance to explore a range of different instruments and join in a
jamming session where they can play really loudly. Exploring musical instruments helps with
sensory development and allows children to create and explore, as well as building fine and gross
motor skills.
Reading and literacy—We have all enjoyed reading stories and looking
at picture books recently and have particularly enjoyed accessing
resources from familiar books within the classroom through different
activities. Reading with babies and young children helps the children
become familiar with sounds and words and develop early literacy skills.
Reading helps spark the children’s imagination and curiosity.
Burns night—Every year the life and work of the poet Robert Burns is celebrated around the globe
on January 25th. In Scotland , many people host their own Burns night suppers– but there are also
events people can attend to celebrate. In Ladybirds we celebrated by making Scottish flags using
paints, we also listened to some traditional Scottish bagpipe music.

Chinese New Year (lunar new year 2020)
Chinese new year is the most important Chinese holiday and is a time for
feasting with the family, celebration, fireworks and gift giving. It is a 15 day
holiday beginning on the first day of the new moon and ending with the
full moon on the day of the lantern festival. The children have all
enjoyed exploring with a range of activities based around Chinese new
year. They have had access to coloured rice,
traditional bowls and chopsticks, collage
materials and lantern making.

Reminders:




Please ensure that your child's coat has been removed and hung up on their peg before
entering the Ladybirds classroom in the morning.
Please can you ensure that your child’s spare clothing bag is regularly topped up and is
weather appropriate.
As we access the garden what ever the weather , please could you ensure that a weather
appropriate coat is bought into nursery every day your child attends.

Home lending library
Please do not forget you can access our home lending library which is located just outside the
Ladybirds classroom. There is a range of exciting books for you to borrow and enjoy with your
children. Please ensure that all books are signed out and signed back in again on the clipboard
provided.
Februarys books of the month:

Were going on a bear hunt

Brown bear, brown bear

Songs of the month:

Head, shoulders, knees and toes

Teddy plays on the swing…..

Colour of the month: GREEN

Bumblebees Class
Role play - Bumblebees have really enjoyed role playing every day
actions and events from their own family and cultural background. They
have been doing this through a range of activities, such as the washing
up station, baby role play and teeth cleaning activity.
Bubble blowing/Communication and Language
Throughout this month we have been looking at different ways we can use and move our mouths.
The children have participated in a selection of bubble blowing activities and have all had the
chance to individually attempt to blow their own bubbles as well as enjoy the fun of popping them.
Blowing bubbles helps children to coordinate their lips, cheeks, and jaw with airflow. This activity
helps the child regulate the airflow necessary for speech production.

Trim trail
Bumblebees have really enjoyed testing their physical and
balancing abilities with the new trim trail last week. They have
been balancing their way along the beams and jumping of the
end onto safety mats. This activity has challenged their selfesteem and physical skills and enabled them to support each
other. Building self-esteem helps children cope with mistakes.
It also helps them to keep trying and enables them to develop
new skills.
Sound Recognition - We have been focusing on language and the ability to recognize and name
different farm animals during this month. The children have participated in a selection of small
group sound lotto games and small role play activities. This enables them to gain an understanding
of different sounds and encourage them to make them themselves, it also develops their listening
skills. This will be an ongoing focus in upcoming months.
What is sound lotto?
Sound lotto is a children's game to develop
listening and thinking skills. Children match
sounds from the farm to illustrations on their
game boards.

Burns night
Saturday 25th January
The children really enjoyed learning about burns night. We
watched a short video to gain an understanding on why it Is
celebrated and listened to a poem by Robert Burns called ‘A Red,
Red Rose’.
The children also enjoyed painting the Scottish flag.
A Red, Red Rose
O my Luve's like a red, red rose,
That's newly sprung in June;
O my Luve's like the melodie
That's sweetly play'd in in tune.

Chinese New Year—Saturday 25th January — The children participated in a range of
activities to celebrate Chinese new year throughout January. They spent time in the home corner
exploring with rice, pasta and chopsticks, role played in the Chinese restaurant exploring with
Renminbi (Chinese money), made marks with coloured rice and used different bowls and cutlery to
mix resources. We value the role that festivals and celebrations play in supporting children's
learning and development and through them we can support children in developing a respect and
understanding of different cultures and religions.

Reminders
If you wish for your child book bag to be changed, please ensure that it is placed in the book
trough at the beginning of the day. The book trough is situated to the left just inside
Bumblebees door. If your child book bag is placed on their peg it may not get changed.
Please could all hats, scarves and gloves get put into your child’s tray to enable them to not get
lost.
Please could you ensure that all children spare clothes bags are refilled and weather
appropriate.
Please ensure all clothing is labelled with your child name to limit the amount of items that get
mislaid.

February
Songs of the month
Five little speckled frogs
I can sing a rainbow
Books of the month
Oi frog
Shark in the park

Colour/shape of the month

Numbers of the month: 1 and 2 continued

Fireflies Class
Fireflies January Newsletter! First of all, Fireflies would like to say welcome back to all of our
children and their families; we hope you all had a wonderful festive break and a very happy new
year! So far in January, Fireflies have been busy talking about their festive breaks with their friends
and teachers and have been discussing what their favourite moments have been! The children have
been working on following instructions by their teachers with mark making tools to help make
distinguishable marks and to write the letters of their names with a variety of tools!

Week Commencing 27th January 2020 we celebrated Chinese New Year! The
children have been making paper Dragons, Chinese lanterns
and sending messages to their friends in Chinese envelopes.
We have been learning about the traditions that Chinese
families follow during their festive New Year celebrations
such as: red money envelopes, fireworks displays, and special
dinners with their families etc. Fireflies worked incredibly hard developing their
skills and working on their control over mark making tools so they were able to use them safely and
correctly to create their wonderful dragons!

Keep up the great work, Guys!

In the upcoming months…
Over the next term, Fireflies will be focusing on traditional stories and
fairy tales and planning our activities around these stories. We will be
looking at and learning the vocabulary author’s use in these stories and
looking to recreate and tell the stories we have learned in a variety of
ways (i.e. sequencing cards and puppet shows).
Fireflies are also planning to help develop the children’s ICT skills, by
exploring a range of different ICT equipment such as; bee bots, talking
frames, recording albums, remote control cars, cameras,
programmable walkie-talkies and a range of educational ICT games.
Also this term, we will be taking a break from show & tell and will be replacing it with Treasure
Bags where selected children will be given the opportunity to bring 5 special items from their
home and talk about them to their class. The items can be anything that they want to talk to their
friends about, including books, or interesting items, it does not have to be a toy. The Fireflies
team ask that the items they choose to bring in are not perishable, fragile or precious!

Spencer Bear will also be back this term where again, selected children
will have the chance to take Spencer Bear home and spend 1-2 nights at
home with him. In Spencer’s bag will be a clipboard and paper where you
can keep a short journal of what Spencer Bear got up to when he came to
spend the night with you which the children can read and present to the
class. Please feel free to email any photographs that you would like
included in your child’s Spencer Bear journal, and we will print them for
you.

Reading Reminder
As part of our nursery target, our aim is to improve reading across the school. We have a wide
range of books available for you to borrow to read with your child at home.
We do appreciate that you may already have a lots of books at home so don’t feel that you have to
borrow a book from school. We would be very grateful, if you could please record details of any
books or stories that you are reading at home with your child, in their reading journal. This will
enable us to talk about the books that they have been reading at home.
Any questions, please ask a member of Fireflies staff.
Upcoming dates & events
Inset day (School Closure) Friday 14th February

NEWS/EVENTS/REMINDERS
Please remember to check your child’s red clothes bag, ensure that there are sufficient change of clothes in the bag
and that they are relevant for the cold weather that we are currently experiencing.

Please remember to check your child’s tray on a daily basis, as not only could there be work for you to take home,
there could be important letters or reminders.

Please remember to ensure that your child brings their red book bag to school every day, so that we can talk about
books they have already read with you at home, but also we can give out our new reading records and tricky word
book marks.

Maths bags and resources are available for you to borrow and enjoy at home with your child.

Blue Book Bags with exciting stories and audio/CDs are also available to for you to borrow.

TO KEEP ALL OF YOUR CHILDREN SAFE—ALL PARENTS MUST ENSURE THAT THEY
CLOSE THE MAIN ENTRANCE GATE AND REPLACE THE METAL LOOP WHEN
ENTERING AND LEAVING THE SCHOOL PREMISES.

PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL OF YOUR CHILD’S CLOTHING IS LABELLED.

Dates for your diary

Term Dates
AUTUMN TERM
INSET DAY—Friday 14th February 2020—School closed to all pupils
February Half Term—Monday 17th to Friday 21st February 2020
(School as usual for Ladybirds & Bumblebees Classes, only year round students in
Fireflies Class to attend)

Easter Holidays Monday 6th April to Friday 17th April 2020
(School as usual for Ladybirds & Bumblebees Classes, only year round students in
Fireflies Class to attend)

BANK HOLIDAY—Friday 10th April 2020 and Monday 13th April
2020—School closed to all pupils
BANK HOLIDAY—Friday 8th May 2020 - School closed to all pupils

