SPENCER NURSERY SCHOOL

NEWSLETTER
Our

Ethos, Visions and Values
are focused on FOUR core values:
Courage: We help our children to be brave as they meet new
experiences and difficult situations. We empower our children to
have the confidence to take risks.

Achievement: We encourage all our children to believe in themselves
and know they are capable of achieving amazing things. We celebrate
all their successes and teach them to take pride in themselves.

Respect: We believe all our children are special and should treat each
other with care and courtesy. We encourage them to make the right
choices and to have good manners. We teach them to not make fun
of friends, and to be polite.

Enthusiasm: We aim to build on our children’s thirst for learning by
offering them an engaging, exciting curriculum led by their own interests and enjoyment.

Ladybirds Class
August 2021
After the excitement of the Olympics the children have been developing their
gross motor skills in the Ladybirds and Sensory garden. They are learning to
negotiate space and obstacles safely with consideration for themselves and
others.
Outside play encourages independence because the extra space gives the
children the sense of freedom to make discoveries by themselves.

Learning in an outdoor environment allows children to interact with the elements around us and
helps them to gain an understanding of the world we live in and an appreciation of Nature and the
Environment.

The fun has been continuing with a wide range of sensory materials. The children
have been enjoying playing with playdough, pasta, lentils, shredded paper and
cornflour!
Welcome to all of the new children who have recently joined
us in Ladybirds. They are already starting to form positive
attachments to adults and are taking part in a range of new
activities alongside their peers.
There are always opportunities for mark making outdoors as well as inside. The
children also have two different ‘funky fingers’ activities every day to develop
their fine motor skills. Small world play is great for developing speech and trying out recently introduced vocabulary.
Reminders ~ Although no longer compulsory, we would ask you to please continue to wear masks at drop
off and collection please, this is for everybody’s safety. Thank you to those who have
continued to do so.
Please make sure that your child has weather appropriate changes of clothes in their spare clothes bag, ideally at least two full sets if possible. As always, we thank you for respecting that we cannot have long hand
overs at drop off or collection time. If there is anything you wish to discuss, please email the school office or
call and ask to speak to a member of the ladybird’s team. Please remember to apply sun cream to your child/
children before coming to school. Thank you for your continued support.

Bumblebees Class
We want to give a warm welcome to all of our new families this month and we look forward to
working together with you to support your child. We also have said goodbye to lots of families this
month too, although we are sad to see you leave, we wish you all the best in your new adventures
in fireflies and beyond.

Messy Play - This month in Bumblebees the children have been introduced back to some of our
favourite messy play activities such as shaving foam and corn flour. They have been practicing their
fine motor skills by handling cutters, brushes, mark making tools and pipettes. Messy play is great
for children as it helps them to explore different
textures and is great for early mark making.
Self-Care - Bumblebees have also been practicing
their self-care and self-help skills. They have
learned about the importance of brushing and
keeping their teeth clean and healthy and have
been using our Marvin and Miranda Mouths to
show us their brushing skills.

The children have really enjoyed playing with the babies and showing us how they care for them. As
some Bumblebees have welcomed new babies in their families, they have been using buggies,
bottles and feeding spoons to care for them.

Books of the Month:
Giraffes Can’t Dance
The Elephant And The Bad Baby

Fireflies Class
In the summer month of August we said goodbye and good luck to the remainder of our children
who were moving on to bigger and greater things at their new primary schools!
We also began to welcome the children from Bumblebees Class who are beginning to transition up
to our class!
In the first week of August, we had lots of rain so we used this opportunity to learn more about
weather and how it can change throughout the seasons.
When it was raining, we donned our waterproofs and used buckets and
containers outside to measure the amount of rainfall we had. We made sure to
use vocabulary such as; full, empty, pour, splash, drip, drop, heavy, light etc.
We spoke about how and why it rains, appropriate clothing to wear as well as
designing our own wellie-boots & umbrellas and what we would use to help
make/design them.

Another successful harvesting from the allotment!
Fireflies were so helpful in assisting us weeding and
watering the vegetable plots as well as our flower
beds. We were able to pick tomatoes, courgettes,
apples, blackberries, raspberries, as well as cutting the
dead heads of the sunflowers to dry out the seeds for
us to replant.
Fireflies are quickly learning about allotment behaviour expectations as well as
the important road safety aspect where we talk about and use “STOP, LOOK
AND LISTEN!”
Fireflies have loved having the wooden A-frame
back out again! Although unsure and a bit wobbly at
first, all the children mastered the rope ladder and
jumping platform and manoeuvring themselves to
slide down the slide.
We also had corn flour out for the first time in a while and they all
loved role playing cooking
soups, porridges and witches
potions with the sticky and
runny goodness!

NOTES FOR PARENTS:

We want to welcome all of our new families to Fireflies class
We would like to pass on some helpful tips to help you and your child settle into Fireflies’ routine:


We have 4 members of staff in Fireflies room;




Yasmin “Yaz” Ibrahim (Full time Early Years Educator)






Sharon O’Connor (Teacher) (Term time)

Zoe Wood (Full time Early Years Educator)

Ernestina “Ernie” Koranteng (Full time Early Years Educator)

As the weather varies, please bear in mind the spare clothes that are in your
child’s bag as these may need to be changed to warmer ones. A good tip is to
pop a spare pair of shoes in the bag as we have a limited amount in specific
suitable sizes.



Please ensure that your child has suitable (named) clothing / outerwear for the
coming months as we are lucky enough to have a free-flow garden system and some
children choose to be outside for a large portion of the day.


We will ask for them to have their own Vaseline/lip balm that they can keep at
nursery to prevent any chapping or soreness of lips as well as a water bottle that can
be used and kept at nursery (sterilised daily).


We do appreciate that every families’ morning routines are different but we do kindly ask that
your child is in by 9:00am so that Sharon and the other Educators can begin the teaching day.


Our breakfast is served from 8:00-8:25am.



If someone other than mum or dad are collecting your child, this must be
communicated with Fireflies staff or via Sandra in the office, we advise
that you set up a password with the person collecting and with Fireflies
staff so that this can be asked upon collection for a quick and easy pick up
time.



Fireflies children will bring in their book bags to be changed once a week with teacher/
staff member with 3-5 books that the child will have chosen and discussed with us. We
will talk about the blurb, authors and illustrators to help develop their literary
vocabulary.

NEWS/EVENTS/REMINDERS


We would like to welcome all of our new families to Spencer Nursery School, we all know that this
is an anxious time for new children and their families, but we hope that you will all settle really
quickly. Please remember you can always call us on 020 8648 4126 to check how your little one is
doing.



School Uniform:- Although school uniform is not compulsory, it can make your life much easier
with no early morning decisions on what to wear. We usually have all items in stock, please find the
prices below:School Sweatshirt -

£7.55 each

School T-Shirt

-

£4.75 each

School Joggers

-

£8.45 each

Replacement Book Bags or Gym Bags— £1.50 each
Replacement Reading Diary or Communication Books - £3.00


Please remember to call the school office on 020 8648 4126 or email on
office@spencernurseryschool.org.uk, if your child is going to be late and arrive after 9:15am, as this
is when we have to give our lunch numbers to our caterer.



If you wish to pass on a message to your child’s class and/or key person, please either call the
school office or email and a message will be passed to the relevant person, who will call you back if
you have something that you would like to discuss with them.



We ask all parents to either supply their own sun cream, which will be labelled with their child’s
name and only used for their child, or alternatively to make a contribution to the school’s sun
cream, we suggest a minimum donation of £2.00 per child.



We ensure that you check your child’s clothes bag to ensure that they have at least one change of
clothes, please also remember to put in a cardigan or jumper should the weather turn colder.



For security reasons and to keep your children as safe as possible, If using the main entrance, please
ensure that you replace the metal loop over the main entrance gate.



We hope to have a celebration, early in September, to celebrate that Spencer Nursery School has
been open for 75 years, further details will follow.



Please ensure that you pay your monthly fees by the 1st of each month.



If your child attends Fireflies Class and you are eligible for 30 Free Education Funded hours, please
ensure that you reconfirm your eligibility every three months.

Dates for your diary

Term Dates
.

AUTUMN TERM
1ST SEPTEMBER 2021 UNTIL 17TH DECEMBER 2021
Friday 22nd October 2021—INSET Day
Monday 27th December 2021—Bank Holiday
Tuesday 28th December 2021—Bank Holiday
Wednesday 29th December 2021—School Closed
Thursday 30th December 2021—School Closed
Friday 31st December 2021—School Closed

Monday 3rd January 2022—Bank Holiday
Monday 21st February 2022—INSET Day
Friday 27th May 2022 - INSET Day

