SPENCER NURSERY SCHOOL

NEWSLETTER
Our

Ethos, Visions and Values
are focused on FOUR core values:
Courage: We help our children to be brave as they meet new

experiences and difficult

situations. We empower our children to have the confidence to take risks.

Achievement: We encourage all our children to believe in themselves
and know they are capable of achieving amazing things. We celebrate all
their successes and teach them to take pride in themselves.

Respect: We believe all our children are special and
should treat each other with care and courtesy. We encourage them to
make the right choices and to have good manners. We teach them to not
make fun of friends, and to be polite.

Enthusiasm: We aim to build on our children’s thirst for learning by offering them an
engaging, exciting curriculum led by their own interests and enjoyment.

Ladybirds Class
Ladybirds have had a very busy month exploring and investigating. We hope you enjoy looking at
some of our favorite activities throughout April.

Celebrations
There have been many celebrations this month that the children have enjoyed learning about and
taking part in hands on activities to further their understanding. For Easter the children took part in
their own Easter egg hunt around the sensory garden, they all really enjoyed collecting the eggs. We
also made our own Easter cakes which we got to take home and Easter bonnets which the children
got to decorate themselves.
For Ramadan we watched an educational video about why it is celebrated and
discussed this with the children, the children then decorated their own moon and
star pictures with collage and painting.

Funky Fingers
Funky fingers activities are a great way to develop children’s fine motor skills, these fine motor skills
will help develop the muscles and strength the children will need when they start to write. This
month the children had some fun practicing with our ‘tap and pin this activity’ which can be very
tricky but all of the children had a try with adult support—well done Ladybirds!

Playdough Making
The children had lots of fun making their very own playdough they were all able to follow
instructions and help pour and mix the ingredients together. We then used the playdough in our
funky fingers area to help develop hand strength and fine motor skills.

Bumblebees Class
Ramadan

We have been learning and celebrating Ramadan in Bumblebees this month and have had so
much fun doing so. We created a Ramadan area for the children to explore, full of some exciting things including: twinkle lights, coloured rice, prayer mats, symbols and patterns. This area gave the children an opportunity to freely explore
and get an insight and understanding of Ramadan. We also watched a short story with lots of helpful information.

Maths Learning maths can be so much fun! We have been setting challenges for the children to extend
their math’s knowledge recently whilst keeping it fun and exciting. We have used the Colorado boards to
create pictures whilst learning our colours and even matching the shapes too. We printed out our favourite fruit and the
children had to pick the correct colour to paint them. We had a mini number hunt on the easel using magnets which
helped them become more familiar with their numbers, counting and recognizing them in sequence. We also explored
the difference in heavy and light using the weighing scales with oats and pasta.
In preparation for moving to Fireflies class the older group of children have been learning to use a
knife at lunch time. To support them we have been providing activities to develop their
fine motor skills and encourage their independence. Velcro fruit, knives and forks with the
playdough and getting them to help the adults with cutting the fruit for snack time have
been some activities they have all enjoyed and done an amazing job at!

Spring flower painting
We love the sunny spring weather in Bumblebees so have created our very own tulips to have around the room to
brighten up those few grey days we still do get. Alongside this we have been learning about the weather
and we discuss this together at our carpet sessions.

Easter
We went on a very exciting Easter egg hunt in the sensory garden. The children were extremely engaged
and excited throughout the egg hunt and worked together to find all of the eggs. We continued the fun
during the week by using pastel paints to create patterns on their Easter eggs using stencils, potato
mashers in paint, and butterfly printing style painting to create a tie dye effect look. We also watched a
short story to get an understanding of the meaning behind
Easter.
St George’s Day— Bumblebees had a lot of fun creating
their own St. Georges day flags using a variety of creative

Fireflies Class

Easter
This month Fireflies have been exploring and celebrating the festival of Easter, the children had lots
of fun participating in a variety of Easter themed activities which included an Easter egg hunt with
the Bumblebees children, making Easter chocolate cornflake cakes and cutting and sticking Easter
themed counting games.
School readiness
The children in Fireflies are now also getting ready to head off
to their big schools so have been doing lots of phonic themed
activities with Yasmin. The first 6 letters we will focus on are
‘S’ ‘A’ ‘T’ ‘P’ ‘I’ ‘N’ as they are our most used letters and sounds when
communicating and writing.
To add to the children's getting ready for big school, we now have a
'self-service' breakfast time. Having this breakfast routine enables them
to make more of their own choices and also develop hand/wrist strength
and skills.
When the children come in the morning, they put their coats/bags and
belongings away and are encouraged to try for the toilet and wash their hands. Afterwards, they
make their way to the breakfast station and can choose between a variety of cereals, buttered
crackers and yoghurts. They serve the cereal themselves and then choose their space at the table
and pour their own milk using a 'count 1 2 3' technique. They then can have a cup of milk to drink as
well as having their own water bottles too. A teacher is there to support them through the whole
process if needed but so far Fireflies have done extremely well!

Physical Development
Fireflies have also really enjoyed the climbing and obstacle course. Having these courses out
regularly, has a positive impact on their physical development; moving and balancing as well as
solving problems and assessing risks! The children have the option to hold a grown-ups hand or to
try and balance independently, which helps with their way of managing potential risks.

NEWS/EVENTS/REMINDERS
It is that time of year when Spencer Nursery School bids farewell to some of our Fireflies Class
children. If your child is leaving us this summer, if you haven’t already, could you please confirm
when you anticipate your child’s last day to be and also which Primary School they will be transferring to, thank you.

Everyone at Spencer Nursery School would like to wish all of the leavers all the very best in their
new schools.
Thankfully, the weather has changed slightly for the better, could you please make sure that you
have checked your child’s red clothes bag and that your child has sufficient weather appropriate
clothing.
As you are aware, Spencer Nursery School is a sun safe school and as such will apply sun cream to
your child during the day, however, if it is nice and sunny in the morning, could you please put
sun cream on your child before they come into school and inform a member of staff that your
child already has sun cream on. You also have the option of supplying your own sun cream,
which would then be labelled with your child’s name and only used for them, or alternatively you
can make a donation at the school office and we will apply the school’s sun cream to your child.
I would like to remind all parents of our Uniform Policy, a copy of which is on our website
www.spencernurseryschool.org.uk, whilst the wearing of uniform is optional, please be aware of
the following guidelines:


Tattoos, transfers and nail polish not to be worn in school.



No other jewellery is allowed. This includes teething necklaces/bracelets/anklets.



Due to the prominence of physical development activities within the EYFS curriculum, we
prefer Nursery pupils to wear plimsolls or trainers and trouser bottoms and not skirts/
dresses for dignity and health & safety reasons. Please note that mules, sandals, sling
backs, peep toes, long boots or fashion shoes are not permitted. In consideration for
members of our community who suffer with epilepsy, children are not permitted to wear
shoes with flashing lights.

Family Photos—all three classes are updating their “Family Boards” and they would love a family
photo, you can either bring in a photo or email one to the office@spencernurseryschool.org.uk
email. This display gives many learning opportunities to the children and we would love to have
everyone involved. Family pet photos are also welcome.

Dates for your diary

Term Dates
.

Summer Term
01/04/2022 TO 22/07/22
Friday 15th April 2022

Bank Holiday/Good Friday

Monday 18th April 2022

Bank Holiday/Easter Monday

Monday 2nd May 2022

Bank Holiday/May Day

Friday 27th May 2022

INSET DAY

Thursday 2nd June 2022

Spring Bank Holiday

Friday 3rd June 2022

Bank Holiday/Platinum Jubilee

Monday 29th August 2022

August Bank Holiday

