SPENCER NURSERY SCHOOL

NEWSLETTER
Our

Ethos, Visions and Values
are focused on FOUR core values:
Courage: We help our children to be brave as they meet new
experiences and difficult situations. We empower our children to
have the confidence to take risks.

Achievement: We encourage all our children to believe in themselves
and know they are capable of achieving amazing things. We celebrate
all their successes and teach them to take pride in themselves.

Respect: We believe all our children are special and should treat each
other with care and courtesy. We encourage them to make the right
choices and to have good manners. We teach them to not make fun
of friends, and to be polite.

Enthusiasm: We aim to build on our children’s thirst for learning by
offering them an engaging, exciting curriculum led by their own interests and enjoyment.

Ladybirds Class
Colour Sorting
We have been focusing on our abilities to categorise in colour. The children
have accessed a range of colour sorting activities from blocks to bears. We
have been exploring the different colours attempting to name them and
looking at how we can separate them into individual groups of colours.
Fine Motor Skills
The children have continued to practice their fine motor skills
throughout this month. They have enjoyed a range of different
activities such as threading, sorting keys and peg boards. They
have all been trying so hard and have been excited to have a go.
Fine motor skill development
helps to build and strengthen children’s hands and wrists. They
benefit from practising by squeezing, pinching and twisting, as well
as developing their hand-eye coordination.

Soft Play Fun
Ladybirds have really enjoyed
exploring with the soft play.
They have used the soft blocks
to bounce, roll around on and balancing on top of each other to
make huge towers!
Wibble Wobble
We have been working on our
balancing skills and have been doing fantastic! The children have been trying hard to control their
balance and developing new skills using a range of resources and balance beams. The children
have started using a double balance beam and will progress to a single
when we are fully confident in doing so. Balancing activities develop a
child’s core strength and gross motor skills, this enhances a child’s balance
and gives them better control over their bodies.

Building Blocks
Building blocks have become a huge group interest recently. The children
have all explored ways of building towers using different resources such as bricks, pegs and soft
blocks. Exploring with blocks helps children develop their vocabulary, improves math skills, and
teaches them about balance... Building is all about size, shape, weight and balance, and as
your child works this out, their building and block play will become more and more complex.
Next month
Songs of the month: Chick, Chick, Chicken and Old Mc Donald had a Farm.
Book of the month: Brown Bear, Brown Bear!

Bumblebees Class
Sensory Bottles— Bumblebees really enjoyed making their own sensory bottle this month. They
were engaged and kept focus, using a range of materials such as rice, pasta, coloured sticks, gel, oil
and shaving foam to create amazing sensory bottles. Shake, shake, shake!

Allotment Visits— We have been visiting the allotment a
lot this month during the warm weather. Bumblebees
have been learning about how plants, fruits and
vegetables grow; and we even had our fruit and snack
time there as well. They used spades, trowels and
gardening forks to help dig the soil and plant seeds. We
took our magnifying glasses and found many insects,
such as woodlouse, snails, worms, spiders and lots of ants. We have been doing lots of planting in
our own Bumblebees garden too. Great teamwork everyone!
St George’s Day
To celebrate St. George’s Day on 23rd April, Bumblebees
decorated their own shields with collage materials of
tissue paper, glitter, gems and sticks. We also coloured in
the St. George’s flag with colouring pencils and pens.
During carpet time, we watched a short video describing
St. George’s Day and how we can celebrate it at home. Happy St. George’s Day!

Ramadan
To celebrate the start of Ramadan, Bumblebees designed and decorated their own lanterns and
other decorative pieces. We learned about why Muslims fast during this month and what types of
food they eat around the world to break their fast. Yummy!

Next Month: Songs of the Month:

The Finger Family & Humpty Dumpty Sat on the Wall

Books of the Month:- Aliens love underpants & Not now Bernard
Colour and Shape of the Month: Blue Star

Fireflies Class
Fireflies have enjoyed ‘SPRING-ing’ into action and learning
about seasonal changes. We have been learning about weather
and environmental changes that occur as well as gaining
understanding about the ‘new life’ that begins in spring time;
animals coming out of
hibernation, animal babies
being born as well as new
plant life that is beginning to emerge. The children used writing
frames to describe and recall what Yaz had taught them about
spring time and then chose words/
pictures from the mat to recreate
with drawing and writing. We have
also had the chance to make spring
crafts such as butterflies and flowers
with different effects and tool
techniques which are now proudly displayed on our spring
seasons board in our Family room!

Kim has been working hard with the Fireflies children to help develop their ICT skills as well as
control over equipment. Each child has the opportunity to use an iPad and take photos in and
around the classroom as well as gardens. Here are a few of the snaps that were taken by our
talented children. Fireflies are also being very mindful of the birds that come and visit in our sensory
garden so are always keen to help fill up the bird feeder.

ST GEORGES DAY!
The children loved making their own shields in aid of St
George’s day celebrations. We learned all about the story of
St George and how he slayed the dragon to save the
princess!

NEWS/EVENTS/REMINDERS
Thank you for your understanding at these times where we cannot give handovers or have
conversations at the gate. Please remember if you have any concerns or messages – these must
be communicated via the school office by phone/email (office@spencernurseryschool.org.uk /
020 8648 4126 ).
Please also remember, when collecting your child, you MUST wear a face covering (unless you
are exempt) and maintain social distancing from staff members and each other, in order to keep
our whole school community safe. Thank you to all the parents who have adhered to this advice
so far.

Please remember to send your child’s book bag to school regularly. Currently three to four books
are sent home once a week with your child. Once a book is returned it is then quarantined.
Please note the children still have plenty of opportunity to read books at nursery and are read to
frequently.
For Fireflies Children — In addition to the weekly red book bag, we have set up “Active learning”
programme for you to use with your child at home, click the link below and enter your given
password!
www.activelearnprimary.co.uk

We would like to remind parents that breakfast is open from 8:00am – 8:25am, if you would like
your child to have breakfast, please try to ensure that they arrive before the closing time so that
they have time to eat and finish their breakfast. In the case that you are running late, you can call
us and we are happy to serve them a bowl of cereal when they arrive. We usually serve fruit,
snack, milk and water between 9:30am—10:15am.
We ask that you ensure that your child has suitable spare clothing in their red bags in case of
needing to be changed throughout the day. As well as providing a summer hat, please either
provide a new bottle of sun cream (UVA 5, Factor 50 for the safest protection, these are usually
found in Boots, Tesco, Aldi & Lidl own brand ranges), or alternatively you can use the school’s
sun cream for a minimum donation of £1.00. Please ask a member of staff if you have any
questions.
KEY PERSON VIRTUAL MEETINGS:
These meetings are being held during the week commencing 10th – 14th May 2021 between
10:30am and 3:00pm. BOOK NOW! (Booking form closes 9th May).
These meetings are programmed electronically and have a capped time slot at 10 minutes in
which the staff have no control over. Please clink on the link below and use your name, your
email address, child’s first name, surname, date of birth and class to log in and book your
appointment.
https://spencer.schoolcloud.co.uk
Please contact the school office if you have any problems.

Dates for your diary

Term Dates
SUMMER TERM
1ST APRIL 2021 UNTIL FRIDAY 23RD JULY 2021
INSET DAY FRIDAY 28TH MAY 2021
School closed to all children.
Sadly we will be saying goodbye to a number of our
Fireflies Children as it is time for them to move onto their
new Primary Schools. We would all like to wish them good

luck in their new schools, we will all miss you.

AUTUMN TERM
1ST SEPTEMBER 2021 UNTIL 17TH DECEMBER 2021

